


Our Goal

Returning to on campus instruction in a safe way for 
students and staff is MTSD’s goal for the 2020-2021 

school year. Because the health and safety of our 

students and staff members is our priority, returning to 

school means that our plans must include putting 
practical measures in place to mitigate the spread of 

disease while allowing flexibility in family choice by 

making distance learning available.



Core Principles in Guiding our Return

Staff is our most valuable 
asset in achieving our 

mission and vision

Education must address 
every facet of a child's being

Each student is valued, will 
learn and will experience 

personal success



We are committed to providing:
Meaningful and Effective Instruction: We are offering a variety of instructional options to ensure that 

each child can begin their school year safely and confidently, whether in person or via distance 

learning. Each instructional scenario is designed to provide adequate core instruction while fulfilling 

each child’s social and emotional needs.

An Equitable Approach: All students get what they need, at the time they 

need it, in order to find their path to success. Each student, every time, 

empowered to succeed.

A Safe Working & Learning Environment: We have developed comprehensive 

guidelines for health and safety strategies so that educational professionals 

can feel comfortable returning to an in-person instructional environment 

where they can realize their impact and fulfill their purpose.
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What will instruction look like?

With a request for a response by August 12, we will ask 

families to declare whether they intend for their 

child(ren) to attend school on campus or via distance 
learning to allow for time to plan and staff accordingly.

New in the 2020-2021 school year, MTSD will be using 

Canvas LMS (learning management system) to enhance 

distance learning in grades K-12. 



What will coming to school look like?
Each MTSD stakeholder is essential to the success of our Responsible Return. 
Providing on campus learning in a safe way for students and staff, while mitigating 
risk to reduce or prevent the transmission of COVID-19, is our goal. 
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What will coming to school look like?
● Families will be required to monitor students for COVID-19 symptoms
● Visitors will not be allowed in offices, classrooms, or other school premises. 
● Students will be assigned a specific door to enter and exit the building.  
● All students must wear a face covering upon entering the building and 

immediately proceed to their assigned classroom.  
● Students will not be assigned hallway cubby spaces or lockers. 
● Students will have assigned seats and will not be allowed to independently 

walk around the room.
● Classrooms will be dismissed individually to maximize physical distancing. 



What will coming to school look like?
Transportation

• The maximum number of students on a bus will be 46 students, or two per 
seat

• Students will be required to wear a face covering when they cannot 
physically distance from other students who are not immediate family 
members

Food Service
• Middle and high school students will eat in the cafeteria and other spaces 

within each school
• In instructional scenario B: elementary students will eat in the cafeteria
• In instructional scenario C: elementary students will go to the cafeteria to 

pick up their lunch, and take it back to the classroom (exception: K5)



How have classrooms changed?
● Furniture and items beyond teacher and student workstations will be 

removed to maximize the physical distance between individuals.
● Student desks will all face the same direction and be equipped with clear 

dividers.
● Clear dividers will be installed in classrooms that have tables for 

students. 
● In addition to sinks that already exist in some classrooms, each classroom 

will be equipped with an antimicrobial hand sanitizing station.
● Sharing of equipment, games, supplies, etc., will be avoided. When that's 

not possible, items will be disinfected between each use.  



How has MTSD prepared facilities?
Cleaning and Disinfecting
• Secured electrostatic 

disinfecting systems
• Upgraded our mobile UV 

lighting systems

Equipment
• Secured thermal imaging 

devices with mask detection
• Secured state-of-the-art 

disinfecting equipment 

Supplies and PPE
• Secured EPA approved cleaning 

and disinfecting products
• Secured protective shields, 

plexiglass, touchless 
thermometers, and masks

• Secured hand sanitizer 



What new staff procedures are in place?
● Employees are expected to self-monitor for COVID-19 symptoms, wear a clean face 

covering daily, and wash hands regularly. 
● Clear dividers will be installed at work stations that receive high traffic. 

● To the extent possible, employees should engage in physical 
distancing practices while onsite maintaining a space of at least 6 
feet between themselves and others.

● Employees should not engage in handshakes or other types of 
physical contact when meeting with other staff, students, parents 
or otherwise onsite.



What data is MTSD using to inform its 
decision-making?

● Health department recommendations
● Local data on confirmed COVID-19 cases
● Percent of staff members available: teachers, support staff
● Percent of contracted services employees available: substitute teachers, 

bus drivers, cleaning staff, food service staff, etc.
● Percent of students absent
● Local weather
● Input from MTSD families and staff



What are the next steps for families?
● Complete registration for the 2020-2021 school year

● Choose one of two instructional options to begin the school 

year: 

○ On Campus Instruction

○ Distance Learning

● Register for bus transportation if needed

● Understand the COVID-19 Parent Agreement in the 

Student/Parent Handbook acknowledging that students will 

be monitored for symptoms daily and not be sent to school if 

ill or they or a member of their household are exhibiting 

symptoms related to COVID-19.

● Pay school fees by August 14

These steps should be 
completed by families through 
the Infinite Campus parent 
portal by August 12, 2020

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tq_L6L4pyRIc4-V7KeUm71VkzMa2IPDPJAarHCBGH9E/edit?usp=sharing


Who do I contact with questions?
● To ensure that questions, comments, or concerns are directed to the appropriate contact, 

please use the ASK MTSD feature on our district webpage.

● For questions regarding online registration in Infinite Campus, feel free to reach out directly to 
your school’s front office staff.

● If you are unsure who to direct your question to, please refer to our Who To Contact webpage.

The contents of our operating plan will continue to evolve as we gather information and navigate this uncharted territory 
together as a school community.

For updates, visit: www.mtsd.k12.wi.us/ResponsibleReturn

https://mtsdhr.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dmBdxTFrIDrIEBL
https://www.mtsd.k12.wi.us/departments/who-to-contact
http://www.mtsd.k12.wi.us/ResponsibleReturn

