
 

 

October 21, 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  

 

This week, all Mequon-Thiensville School District families received an update on the spread of COVID-19 

in our community. The recent burden rise in Mequon and Thiensville zip codes prompted school district 

leaders to consider if a shift in instructional scenarios is necessary for the health, safety and wellbeing of 

our students and staff members. As a reminder, burden is defined as the total number of positive COVID-

19 cases per 100,000 residents in the past two weeks.  

 

As of October 20, the combined burden of our school district boundary area registered at 371, designated by 

the health department as very high risk (above 350). The burden as of yesterday evening is 387.2 in the 53092 

zip code and 321.1 in the 53097 zip code. 

 

The burden rate rising to a level of very high risk in our community is alarming. In collaboration with the 

Washington Ozaukee Public Health Department, District officials have been working to better understand 

the level of risk this increase has on members of our school community. The health department has 

indicated that decisions about instructional scenarios should not be based solely on the level of COVID-19 

community transmission (or burden). After a review of our internal decision-making factors, including an 

analysis of the spread of COVID-19 in our buildings, and in collaboration with local health department 

officials, we have determined that closing all MTSD schools from on campus instruction would not 

significantly impact the spread of COVID-19 in our community. For now, our schools will remain open 

to on campus learning.  

 

We will continue to monitor our internal decision-making factors and account for the burden rates in 

Mequon and Thiensville in alignment with recommendations from our local health department. When, as 

a school and district community, we begin to experience a rise in cases or an increased number of students 

or staff members affected by the COVID-19 virus, we will make decisions to promote the health and safety 

of our students and staff. The recent temporary closure of Wilson Elementary School is evidence of this. 

Throughout the school district and in response to positive cases of COVID-19 in our buildings, students, 

families, and staff members have worked together to quickly transition into remote instruction - sometimes 

including individuals, small groups, and even entire classrooms at the elementary level. Our collective 

efforts to keep our schools safe, and open for on campus learning, has been challenging. And, it has been 

working.  

 

http://www.washozwi.gov/


 

In an effort to provide enhanced transparency on the data we are monitoring related to COVID-19 in our 

schools, the District will share weekly COVID-19 data relating to exposure of the virus in our buildings. This 

information will be maintained on a dashboard located on the MTSD website, and will also include the 

most recent burden data received from the Washington Ozaukee Public Health Department. Additionally, 

below, please find data related to the spread of COVID-19 in our school community since the start of the 

2020-21 school year. 

 

 

• Since September 1, the school district has responded to 33 positive cases of COVID-19 across 

both students and staff members. These cases reflect individuals who were in our school 

buildings while infected with the virus. 

• Per a recent analysis of over 1,200 individuals that tested positive for COVID-19 completed by the 

Washington-Ozaukee Public Health Department, two percent of the cases could be attributed 

to school-based infection. The health department has indicated that our schools are doing a 

good job of managing COVID-19.  

• Last week, over 93 percent of our on campus students and staff members were able to attend 

school in our buildings. The majority of those unable to attend had been determined to be 

close contacts with a positive case.  

 

 

Please know, as long as the burden in our zip codes presents a very high risk of community transmission, 

a district-wide transition to distance learning for all students remains a possibility. Our ability to provide 

on campus instruction to our students depends on our ability as a community to mitigate risk and reduce 

the spread of COVID-19. Please continue to partner with us, with your child(ren)’s teachers and school, and 

with your fellow community members to mitigate risks associated with COVID-19. By practicing physical 

distancing, wearing face coverings, and avoiding events that include large numbers of people, together, 

we can continue to support our students’ success this year.  

 

 

With appreciation, 

 

 

Matthew Joynt, Ph.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/publish?EQBCT=855a3aef3be846dfb51137e0b7ec671f

