
 

 

October 27, 2020 
 
 
Dear Families, 
 
Yesterday, I shared an update with all Mequon-Thiensville School District families regarding Homestead 
High School and an increase in students testing positive for COVID-19 at the building. My communication 
yesterday also included an update from the Washington Ozaukee Public Health Department about a delay 
in the Health Department’s processing of positive COVID-19 cases. Now, I want to update all school district 
families on these concerns. 
 
The rise in positive cases of COVID-19 at Homestead High School continued today and has significantly 
impacted our ability to provide on campus instruction. Our temporary closure from on campus learning at 
the high school will remain in effect until Monday, November 9, 2020. An extended period of school closure 
is important in our efforts to stop the spread of the virus.  
 
School and District officials continue to work with the Health Department to gain updated information 
regarding positive cases of COVID-19 in our schools and the impact of COVID-19 in Mequon and 
Thiensville. As I noted yesterday, it is vital that we have updated data to accurately assess the risk of 
providing on campus learning. Officials at the Health Department remain committed to  partnering with 
area school districts, despite the escalation in cases they have had to navigate in recent days.  
 
As school leaders and educators, we take very seriously our responsibility to keep students and staff 
members safe while on our campuses. The last thing we want to do is close our school doors for on campus 
learning for our students. However, as prioritizing the health and wellbeing of our students and staff 
members remains at the forefront of our decision-making, a temporary shift to distance learning for all 
students allows us to mitigate the risk associated with the spread of COVID-19 within our buildings. 
 
It is important that every member of our school community takes seriously the role we each play in 
preventing the spread of the virus. Our individual actions have significant implications on our ability to 
provide on campus instruction for those families who choose it. With that in mind, I ask that you stay home 
instead of attending large gatherings, wear a mask when around individuals outside of your household, 
physically distance yourself from others as much as possible and wash your hands regularly. Modeling these 
mitigation practices for our children will influence their actions. We must remain diligent in these efforts. 
 
We each are essential to our students’ successes this school year. I am asking for your partnership. 
 
Sincerely,  
Matthew Joynt, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 


